
 

Geography Curriculum Statement 
 
 

Intent 

Our Geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for 
the rest of their lives. Our school is situated in Rural Oxfordshire, with woodland, rivers and Withymead Nature Reserve nearby. We take full 
advantage of our beautiful surroundings. Children investigate a range of places – both in Britain and abroad – to help develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the Earth’s physical and human processes. 

 
We are committed to providing children with opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their local area, so that they can develop a real 
sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes our local area unique and special. We also develop the children’s ability to apply geographical 
skills to enable to confidently communicate their findings and geographical understanding to a range of audiences. 

 

Through high quality teaching, we develop the following essential characteristics of geographers: 

• An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like, both in Britain and the wider world; 

• A comprehensive understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected; 

• An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary; 

• Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills, as well as effective presentation techniques; 

• The ability to reach clear conclusions and explain their findings; 

• Excellent fieldwork skills as well as other geographical aptitudes and techniques; 

• The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current issues in society and the 
environment; 

• A genuine interest in the subject and a real sense of curiosity about the world and the people who live here. 
 

Implementation: 
Teachers plan the following: 

• A cycle of lessons for each subject, which carefully plans for progression and depth concentrating on the geographical skills suited to the age 

group; 

• Challenge questions for pupils to apply their learning and extend their knowledge and use of skills; 



• Trips and visiting experts who will enhance the learning experience; 
  

Impact: 

 
Our Geography Curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression. If children are keeping up with the 

curriculum, they are deemed to be making good or better progress. In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through the following 
methods: 

• A reflection on standards achieved against the planned outcomes; 

• A celebration of learning for each term which demonstrates progression across the school; 

• Pupil discussions about their learning 

 
SMSC Links 
Spiritual 

• Find out about people in other parts of the world and the way they live, finding similarities and differences. 

• Learn about different places in the world that are of spiritual significance to a variety of religions. 

• Experience awe and wonder at the natural world. 

• Reflect on the earth’s origins physical geography. 

Moral 

• Consider how people treat the environment; posing questions such as ‘How are we changing our surroundings – are some things for the 
better and others for the worst? Who should look after our environment? 

• Recognise what is right and wrong, such as Fairtrade and who benefits from it. 

• Discuss climate change. 

• Reflect on the fair/unfair distributions of Earth’s resources. 

Social 

• Learn about how Britain has been shaped by different groups from other parts of Europe and beyond. 

• Explore sustainable living. 

• Provide positive and effective links with the community. 

• Consider social responsibility in the environment such as parking issues around school. 

 
Cultural 

• Celebrate diversity through cultural days, learning about different parts of the world. 

• Cultural theme days- learning about different parts of the world. 

• Study people to reflect on the social and cultural characteristics of society. 

• Explore cultures that have had, and still have an impact on the local area. 
 



British Values 
The Geography curriculum aims to provide children with a fascination of the world they live in and encourage children to be good, active citizens of 
Britain. The studies of their local areas encourage children to be proud of their culture and heritage and gain an understanding and mutual respect 
of the multi-cultural society in which they live. 

 
The Geography curriculum enables children to learn more about the countries of the world, including their own. It is through these studies that 
children learn about democracy and the impact the decisions made by those in power have on specific places. This includes numbers of hospitals in 
cities, parks and green spaces and the impact that a rising population has on our world. 

 
Individual liberty is taught and encouraged by teaching children about the environment and how they can make a difference in protecting our world. 
Through completing fieldwork activities and river studies, children can see the effect that humans are having on our planet and can be empowered 
to make a change - even if they are standing away from the crowd. 

 
 

Our Long Term Plan and curriculum coverage can be found on our website. 
  



South Stoke Primary School 
Geographical skills progression 

 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

National Curriculum-Location and Place Knowledge 

 Reception 

 Draw information from 
a simple map. 
Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between life 
in this country and live 
in other countries. 
Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in 
which they live.  
 
ELG The Natural 
World Explore the 

natural world around 
them. Know some 
similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around 
them and contrasting 
environments, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been read 
in class. 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the UK and 
its surrounding seas  

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents 
and five oceans  

 Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the 
United Kingdom (South Stoke, Goring) and of a 
small area in a contrasting non-European 
country (Rishikesh) 

 

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North or 
South America 

 

Skills Progression-Location and Place Knowledge 

Reception  
Draw information 
from a simple map. 
Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country and 
live in other countries.  

 
ELG The Natural 
World Explore the 
natural world around 
them. Know some 
similarities and 

I can name and locate the four countries and capital 
cities of the UK  
I can name and locate the seas surrounding the UK  
I can name and locate the world’s seven continents  
I can name and locate the world’s five oceans  
I can talk about physical and human geographical 
similarities and differences between a small area of 
the UK 
I can talk about physical and human geographical 
similarities and differences between a small area of 
a non- European country  

 

I can name and locate countries I am learning 
about  
I can name and locate major cities in the countries I 
am learning about  
I can name and locate the major cities of Europe on 
a map  
I can explain how the location of different European 
countries affects the climate  
I can locate human and physical characteristics in 
the countries I am learning about I can locate land-
use patterns in the countries I am learning about  
I can talk about physical and human similarities and 
differences between different parts of the United 
Kingdom  
 

I can locate human and physical characteristics of 
the locality I am studying and the world  
I can locate land-use features of the locality I am 
studying, and I can discuss how some features and 
land-use patterns have changed over time  
I can name and locate countries of the world and 
explain where they are in relation to one another  
I can name and locate major cities of the countries I 
am learning about  
I can correctly use the terms latitude, longitude, 
Equator, North and South Hemisphere, Tropics of 
Cancer/Capricorn, Arctic/Antarctic Circle and time 
zones  
I can identify physical and human geographical 
similarities and differences of a region or 
North/South America, comparing to the United 



differences between 
the natural world 
around them and 
contrasting 
environments, 
drawing on their 
experiences and what 
has been read in 
class 

 Kingdom  

National Curriculum-Human and Physical Geography 

Reception  

Draw information from a 
simple map. Recognise 
some similarities and 
differences between life 
in this country and live 
in other countries. 
 
 ELG The Natural 
World Explore the 

natural world around 
them. Know some 
similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around 
them and contrasting 
environments, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been read 
in class. 

identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles 
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
o key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

o key human features, including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 

 

 

describe and understand key aspects of: 
o physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
o human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 

and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 
 

Skills Progression- Human and Physical Geography 

Reception 

Draw information from a 
simple map. Recognise 
some similarities and 
differences between life 
in this country and live 
in other countries.  
 
ELG The Natural 
World Explore the 

natural world around 
them. Know some 
similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around 
them and contrasting 
environments, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been read 

I can identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the UK  
I use geographical words for physical features  
I can use geographical words for human features  
I can locate hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and North and South poles  

I can identify significant physical and human 
landmarks in European countries.  
I can describe the physical and human geography 
of a region in a European country.  
I can describe how the location of a place can affect 
the human activity e.g. tourism in a hot country.  
I can give the similarities and differences between a 
region of the UK and a region in Europe.  
I can describe some aspects of physical geography 
– rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes. 
I can describe some aspects of human geography 
e.g. types of settlement and land use  

I can accurately describe some aspects of physical 
geography e.g. climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts  
I can accurately describe some aspects of human 
geography e.g. types of settlement and land use 
and distribution of natural resources  
 
 



in class. 

National Curriculum-Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Reception 

 Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between life 
in this country and live 
in other countries.  
 
ELG The Natural 
World Explore the 

natural world around 
them. Know some 
similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around 
them and contrasting 
environments, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been read 
in class. 

 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 
as the countries, continents and oceans studied 
at this key stage 

 use simple compass directions (north, south, 
east and west) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far, left and 
right], to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and 
use and construct basic symbols in a key 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies 

 

Skills Progression- Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Reception 

 Draw information from 
a simple map. 
Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between life 
in this country and live 
in other countries.  
 
ELG The Natural 
World Explore the 

natural world around 
them. Know some 
similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around 
them and contrasting 
environments, drawing 
on their experiences 
and what has been read 
in class. 

I can find the UK and its countries on a map, globe 
and in an atlas  
I can find countries, continents and oceans I have 
learnt about on a map, globe and in an atlas  
I can use the four compass directions: N, S, E and 
W to describe the location of features and routes on 
a map  
I can use locational and directional language  
I can identify landmarks and basic human and 
physical features on a plan or aerial photograph  
I can create a simple map of my own with a simple 
key  
I observe the geography of my school grounds 
I can Take photos of places   
I can Create quantitative data about a place   
I can Use a questionnaire to find out about people’s 
opinions about a place or geographical aspect.   

I can find the UK and its counties using maps  
I can find countries, continents and oceans using a 
range of maps including digital sources  
I can use the eight compass directions to describe 
the location of features on a map  
I can read four-figure grid references, symbols and 
keys  
I can sketch maps of human and physical features  
I can Take digital photos and annotate them with 
labels or captions  
I can Make digital audio recordings for a specific 
purpose (e.g. traffic noise)  
I can Use simple sampling techniques appropriately 
(e.g. time sampling when conducting a traffic 
survey)  
I can Collect, analyse and present quantitative data 
in bar charts and graphs and tables  
I can Design and conduct interviews 
/questionnaires to investigate which places people 
value/like etc  

I can find countries, continents and oceans using 
atlases, maps and digital maps, describing their 
features  
I can use the eight points of a compass.  
I can read six-figure grid references, symbols and 
key on a map.  
I can make plans of the local area showing human 
and physical features  
I can measure human and physical features in the 
local area and display data in graphical form  
I can Take digital photos and annotate them  
I can Make digital audio recordings (e.g. traffic 
noise)  
I can Use simple sampling techniques 
appropriately  
I can Collect, analyse and present quantitative data 
in bar charts and line graphs and tables  
I can Design and conduct fieldwork interviews (e.g. 
to establish the range of views local people hold 
about a proposed development)  
 

 
Vocabulary 

Map 
Globe 
Country 
Continent 

Compass 
Symbol 
Direction 
Locational language 

Climate 
Ecosystem 
Geography 
Habitat 

Climate change 
Equator 
Glacier 
Human geography 



Weather 
Season 

Human features 
Physical features 
Settlement 
Environment 
Local area 
Land use 
Natural resources 
Weather patterns 

Map key 
River system 
Compass rose 
Contour line 
Geographical features 
Grid reference 
Human settlement 
Landform 
Biome 
Erosion 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Plate tectonics 
Population 
Coastal erosion 
Earthquake 
Ecosystem services 
Fossil fuels 
River source 
Rural-urban migration 

Rainforest 
Sustainability 
Carbon footprint 
Climate zone 
Fair trade 
Geothermal energy 
Rain shadow 
Tectonic plates 
Deforestation 
Geographical 
information systems (GIS) 
Migration 
Natural hazard 
Sustainability 
Topography 
Carbon cycle 
Ecological footprint 
Globalisation 
International aid 
Troposphere 
Weathering  

 
 


